
About this data set

Metadata field Value
Title The vegetation cover change index (VTI)
Description Vegetation cover change (VTI); the relative difference in the physiognomy of 

the potential natural vegetation distribution and the physiognomy of the 
current vegetation cover. This index was computed using five different land 
cover data to estimate the physiognomy of the current vegetation cover, 
viz.,GlobCov, GLC2000, MODIS-IGBP, MODIS-UMD, and the average over 
these four. 

Used for: Figure 1 and Figure 2 in Appendix S3  in “van Breugel, P., Kindt, R., 
Lilleso, J.-P. B., & van Breugel, M. 2015. Environmental Gap Analysis to 
Prioritize Conservation Efforts in Eastern Africa. PLoS ONE 10: e0121444, 
URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0121444”. 

See appendix S3 of above-mentioned publication for a detailed description 
of the methods and materials used to create this map.

Data Type Raster data
Data Size (KB)
Keywords vegetation;conservation;Africa;Kenya;Tanzania;Malawi;Zambia;Uganda;Rwa

nda;Burundi
Units Standardized score between 0 (no influence) and 100 (maximum influence)  
Data Start Date -
Data End Date -

Contact Paulo van Breugel (paulo@ecodiv.org)

Location details

Metadata field Value
Single point? No
Area? Yes, covering the countries Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, 

Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia
Max Latitude (south-north)

4.66
Min Longitude (west-east) Max Longitude (west-east)

21.98 42.09
Min Latitude (south-north)

-18.52

Reference system http://www.opengis.net/def/crs/EPSG/0/102022
Spatial 
Representation 
Type

Grid

Spatial Units 300 meter



Organisation details

Metadata field Value
This data was 
acquired from an 
external source

No

If YES -> Source
Reference(s) van Breugel, P., Kindt, R., Lilleso, J.-P. B., & van Breugel, M. 2015. 

Environmental Gap Analysis to Prioritize Conservation Efforts in Eastern 
Africa. PLoS ONE 10: e0121444

Collaborating 
Organisations

Forest, Nature and Biomass, Department of Geosciences and Management 
of Natural Resources, Copenhagen University, Rolighedsvej 23, Frederiksberg 
C, DK-1958, Denmark

World Agroforestry Centre, P.O. Box 30677-00100, Nairobi, Kenya

Lead Researcher Paulo van Breugel
Contributors Roeland Kindt, Jens-Peter B. Lillesø, Michiel van Breugel
Publication year 2015
User License 
Restrictions

This data set is made available under the Open Database License: 
http://opendatacommons.org/licenses/odbl/1.0/. Any rights in individual 
contents of the database are licensed under the Database Contents License: 
http://opendatacommons.org/licenses/dbcl/1.0/. The recipient of the data 
will provide a full and appropriate acknowledgement and citation in any 
materials or publications derived in part or in whole from the data, using the 
citation:

van Breugel, P., Kindt, R., Lilleso, J.-P. B., & van Breugel, M. 2015. 
Environmental Gap Analysis to Prioritize Conservation Efforts in Eastern 
Africa. PLoS ONE 10: e0121444
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